
Summer Reading Program – Entering 12th Graders  
Theme:  War and Propaganda 

 
Required Reading Book 
 

 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley: Aldous Huxley’s Brave 
New World looks to the year 2540, where society accepts 
promiscuous sex and drug use and science has made 
humanity carefree, healthy and technologically advanced. 
War and poverty no longer exist, and people are always 
happy. But these achievements have come by eliminating 
things from which people derive happiness – family, cultural 
diversity, art, literature, and religion.  Aldous Huxley’s most 
famous novel, this Brave New World, is not a good place to 
be. 

 

Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

The project for your summer reading will be a Socratic seminar with your classmates 

during your first week of school. A seminar is a forum type discussion based off the teaching 

methods of the philosopher, Socrates. A list of prompts will be attached to the back of this 

packet. You will be responsible for taking notes as you read this summer and will be 

discussing your ideas and perspectives about the novel with your classmates when you 

return. Also attached, are a list of prompt topics, guidelines, expectations, and a scoring 

rubric.  

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar Prompts 

 Characters: character questions probe into the ideals, actions, purposes, 

and motives of the characters. 

 

 Setting: setting questions consider how the settings of the story represent, 

influence, or influence the novel itself and our lives. 

 

 Symbols: symbol questions look for the underlying meaning in symbolic 

items, relationships, speech, and actions throughout the novel, they 

interpret the ‘ideas’ behind the ‘things.’ 

 

 Theme/motif: theme/motif questions identify or prompt discussion on the 

underlying truths about humanity in the book, what the author was trying 

to communicate about society. 

 

 Style: style questions reflect on the way the author chose to write the 

novel. What technical elements did he include, what decisions did he 

make, and how did they influence the telling of the story? Analyze the 

author's writing style and decide if they're a master or an amateur. 

 Essential: essential questions examine ideas from the novel. (e.g. what is 

love? how does one love? what is family? what is normal? what role does 

community play in the individual’s life? Is love helpful or harmful?) 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

1. Refer to the text when needed during the discussion. A seminar 

is not a test of memory. You are not "learning a subject"; your 

goal is to understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected in 

the text 

2.      It’s OK to "pass" when asked to contribute 

3.      Do not participate if you are not prepared 

4.      Do not stay confused; ask for clarification 

5.      Focus on the subject currently under discussion; make   

          notes about ideas you  want to come back to 

6.      Don't raise hands; take turns speaking 

7.      Listen carefully 

8.      Speak up so that all can hear you 

9.      Talk to each other, not just to the leader or teacher 

10.    Discuss ideas, not just each other's opinions 

11.     You are responsible for the seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expectations of Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

 

When I am evaluating your Socratic Seminar participation, I ask the 

following questions about participants.  Did they….  

Speak loudly and clearly? 

Cite reasons and evidence for their statements? 

Listen to others respectfully? 

Stick with the subject? 

Talk to each other, not just to the leader? 

Paraphrase accurately? 

Ask for help to clear up confusion? 

Support each other? 

Avoid hostile exchanges? 

Question others in a civil manner? 

Seem prepared? 

  



Socratic Seminar:  Participant Rubric    

 

A Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to 
move the conversation forward  

 Participant, through her comments, demonstrates a deep 
knowledge of the text and the question  

 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant, through her comments, shows that she is actively 

 listening to other participants  
 Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends 

    the conversation  
 Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.  

   

 
B Level Participant 

   
 Participant offers solid analysis without prompting  
 Through comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge 

of the text and the question  
 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others 

     and  offers clarification and/or follow-up  
 

 
C Level Participant 

 Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the 
     seminar leader  

 Through comments, participant demonstrates a general 
 knowledge of the text and question  

 Participant is less prepared, with few notes  
 Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer 

       clarification and/or follow-up to others’ comments  
 Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the 

text to drive her comments  
 

 

D or F Level Participant 

 Participant offers little commentary  
 Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little 

    understanding of the text and question  
 Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to 

   further the discussion         
 Participant distracts the group by interrupting other speakers or 

   by offering off topic questions and comments. 
 Participant ignores the discussion and its participants  

 

 



Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

Directions: below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on Brave New 

World. Read them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of ideas you might 

want to discuss during the seminar. 

 

How do each of the following quotes echo the themes of the novel or reveal the author’s 
purpose? 

1. "You all remember, I suppose, that beautiful and inspired saying of Our Ford's: History 

is bunk." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 3 

2. "All of the advantages of Christianity and alcohol; none of their defects." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 3 

3. "Ford, we are twelve; oh make us one, Like drops within the Social River; Oh, make us 

now together run As swiftly as thy shining Flivver. Come, Greater Being, Social Friend, 

Annihilating Twelve-in-One! We long to die, for when we end, Our larger life has but 

begun." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 5 

4. "Cleanliness is next to fordliness." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 7 

5. "Our world is not the same as Othello's world. You can't make flivvers without steel-

and you can't make tragedies without social instability. The world's stable now. 

People are happy; they get what they want, and they never want what they can't 

get." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 16 

6. Science is just a cookery book, with an orthodox theory of cooking that nobody's 

allowed to question, and a list of recipes that mustn't be added to except by special 

permission from the head cook." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 16 



7. "The Gods are just. No doubt. But their code of law is dictated, in the last resort, by 

the people who organize society; providence takes its cue from men." 

- Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Ch. 17 

8. Why is the title significant? 

9. How would you retitle the book if you could and why? 

10. What was Huxley’s purpose in writing this book? 

11. How important are women to the society that Huxley created? How do you know? 

12. Why is Bernard Marx so rebellious? 

13. Why are children in the Nursery conditioned to dislike books and flowers? 

14. Why is promiscuity so important the society of Brave New World? 

15. Why is Soma so important to the society of Brave New World? 

16.  Why was Linda attacked by the other women of the village in the Reservation? 

17. How does the Solidarity Service end? 

18. Why is Helmholtz first criticized by the World State authorities? 

19. What motivates John’s suicide at the end of the novel?  

20. How does our own society reflect some of the same practices and desires as Huxley’s 

world? 

21. Would you consider this novel to be prophetic? Why or why not? 

22. How are John (the savage) and Bernard similar? How are they different? 

23. Why has this book been so controversial/ 

24. Which world seems more appealing: the free, more savage world of John or Bernard’s 

civilized and ordered London, why? 

25. What are the most compelling ideas presented in the novel? 

 

 


